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Beatitude #7: “Blessed are those who work for peace, for they will be called the
Children of God”. Matthew 5:9

The condition of blessing: We work to help people experience the Pe acemakers
peace that Jesus makes possible.
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>So we work for peace when we share the gospel and help people to put their
faith in Christ.

e Jesus brings relational peace (between us and others.)

>So we work for peace by doing all we can to promote peace in our relationships
and between other people.

The content of the blessing: We will reflect the true nature of God and so are identified
as belonging to God.

Why this brings lasting happiness:
1. From knowing we’re representing God well.

2. From see people enjoy the peace Jesus brings because of our efforts.
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Beatitude #8: “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute
you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad,
because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.” Matthew 5:10-12

The condition of blessing: Being treated harshly because we are Blessed
doing the right thing in love as Jesus commands. persecurgd

¥

for thetes isme kingdom off

+eaven

The presence of embodied righteousness and love evokes on of two responses:
either conviction leading to salvation or hardening leading to persecution.

The content of the blessing: Persecution confirms that we belong to God’s family and
will be richly rewarded in heaven for our obedience.

Being persecuted for righteousness brings lasting happiness for two reasons.

1. It confirms that you a faithful member of God’s kingdom and a child of the King.

2. It brings great reward in heaven.




